42          THE GERMAN SCHOOL SYSTEM
Civics. Civics is taught in close connection
with history, the aim being to give the children an
idea of the present political, social and economic
conditions of the country. At the end of the com-
pulsory school period, every pupil receives a copy
of the German constitution.
Arithmetic and Geometry. In the Grund-
schule the pupils become acquainted with the four
fundamental rules and with the German coins,
measures and weights. The work in the upper
four years comprises calculation with compound
denominate numbers, together with common and
decimal fractions. The application of arithmeti-
cal rules to the problems of daily life is stressed
in all the classes.
The course in geometry includes the under-
standing and representation of regular areas and
solids, the principles of lines, angles and the cal-
culation of solids and areas.
Nature Study. The course consists of mate-
rials selected from botany, zoology, physiology,
physics and chemistry, according to local condi-
tions and needs. The aim is to teach children to
observe and recognise objects, life and processes
in nature, so that they may understand and love
nature and be able to make use of this informa-
tion in life. The topics dealt with in connection
with physiology include regulations concerning
public health (anti-small pox vaccination, preven-
tion of tuberculosis, etc.), and in girls' schools
care of the sick and of infants.
Music,   The course in music includes, on the